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SUBJECT: TWA PLANS OPEN NEW YORK- JIDDA AND NEW YORK-BAHRAIN FLIGHTS 

1 . KENNETH BRIGGS, DIRECTOR OF REGULATORY PROCEEDINGS FOR 
TWA, VISITED EMBASSY SEPTEMBER 20, 1976, AND OUTLINED PLANS 
AND PROBLEMS CONNECTED WITH PROJECTED NEW YORK JIDDA AND 
NEW YORK-BAHRAIN FLIGHTS. 

2. BRIGGS STATED THAT TWA HAS AUTHORITY FROM CAB TO OPEN 
THESE ROUTES. THE NEW YORK-JIDDA AND NEW YORK-BAHRAIN RUNS 
ARE PLANNED TO STOP IN PARIS WHERE PASSENGERS SCHEDULED 
FOR ONWARD DESTINATIONS IN ARABIA WILL SWITCH FROM BOEING 
747’S TO 707'S. TRANSATLANTIC SEGMENTS OF THE FLIGHTS WILL 

USE 747'S BOTH WAYS. THE NEXT IMMEDIATE STOP ON BOTH 
FLIGHTS IS PLANNED FOR CAIRO. 

3. BRIGGS STATED THAT EGYPTIANS HAVE DISAPPROVED THE PRO- 
POSED FLIGHTS FOR ONWARD CARRIAGE TO JIDDA AND BAHRAIN 
BUT HAVE STATED THAT THEY WOULD BE OPEN TO FURTHER DIS- 
CUSSIONS. TWA INTENDS TO PURSUE MATTER WITH EGYPTIANS. 

ALL INDICATIONS NOW LEAD TWA TO BELIEVE THAT THE PRO- 
POSED FLIGHTS WILL BE PROFITABLE BECAUSE OF THE HEAVY 
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U.S. AND OTHER EXPATRIATES IN SAUDI ARABIA. 

4. A FACTOR IN TWA'S FAVOR. REVEALED BY BRIGGS, IS THAT 
HE HAS HEARD ABDULLAH MAHDI, DIRECTOR OF SAUDI CIVIL 
AVIATION, HAS WRITTEN TO THE CAB FOR THE OPENING OF 
NEGOTIATIONS FOR A SAUDI ROUTE TO THE UNITED STATES. 
(ACCORDING TO BRIGGS, SAUDI AIRLINE OFFICIALS, HOWEVER. 
PROFESSED TO BE UNAWARE OF THIS DEVELOPMENT.) NEVERTHE- 
LESS. ON THE BASIS OF RECIPROCITY, SINCE NO U.S. FLAG 
CARRIER NOW OPERATES TO SAUDI ARABIA, BRIGGS BELIEVES 
THAT HE WILL HAVE NO PROBLEMS WITH SAUDI FOR PERMISSION 
TO INAUGURATE THE JIDDA FLIGHTS. 
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